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Question 1.

Describe the main features of the colonial bungalow.
Answer:

The main features of the colonial bungalow:

¢ It was meant for one nuclear family.

e |t was a large single-storyed structure with a pitched roof and
usually set in one or two acres of open ground.

¢ It had separate living and dinning rooms and bedrooms and a
wide verandah running in the fronts and sometimes on three
sides.

e Kitchens, stables and servants’ quarters were in a separate
space from the main house. The house was run by dozens of
servants.

Question 2.

Discuss the construction plan of New Delhi.

Answer:

New Delhi was constructed as a 10-square-mile city on Raisina Hill,
south of the existing city. Two architects namely Edward Lutyens and
Herbert Baker, were called on to design New Delhi and its buildings.



The government complex in New Delhi consisted of two-mile avenue,
Kingsway, now known as Rajpath, led to the Viceroy’s Palace, now
known as Rashtrapati Bhavan, with the Secretariat buildings on either
sides of the avenue.

The features of these government buildings were borrowed from
different periods of India’s imperial history, but the overall look was
classical Greece of Fifth century BCE. For instance, the central dome
of the Viceroy’s Palace was copied from the Buddhist stupa at Sanchi,
and the red sandstone and carved screens or Jalis were borrowed
from Mughal architecture.

These new buildings, had to assert British importance. Therefore, the
Viceroy’s Palace was kept higher than Shah Jahan’s Jama Masjid.

Question 3.

What did the Census of 1931 reveal? What attempts were made to
decongest the old city?

Answer:

The Census of 1931 revealed that the Walled City area was densely
populated with as many as 90 persons per acre, while New Delhi had
only about 10 persons per acre.

Several attempts were made to decongest the old city, for example,
in 1888 an extension scheme called the Lahore Gate Improvement
Scheme was planned by Robert Clarke for the Walled City residents.
The idea was to draw residents away from the old city to a new type
of market square, around which shops would be built. Streets in this
redevelopment strictly followed the grid pattern and were of identical
width, size and character. Land was devided into regular areas for the
construction of neighbourhoods. But this development remained
incomplete and did not help to decongest the old city.

In 1936, the Delhi Improvement Trust was set up. It built areas like
Daiyaganj south for wealthy Indians. Houses were grouped around
parks. Within the houses, space was divided according to new rules of



privacy. Instead of spaces being shared by many families or groups,
now different members of the same family had their own private
spaces within the home.
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